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GBG Zoom Meeting held on 

Friday 19th June 2020 at 1.00 pm  

In attendance 

Peter Hannibal (GBG)     Tony Boulton (Project Games) 
Amanda Fry (GBG)     Steve Brownlow (Reflex Gaming) 
Mark Edmundson (GeWeTe)    Tracy Baitup (Roadchef) 
Graham Roberts (Inseinc)    Brian Jamson (Roadchef) 
Gary Pearson (Inspired Technology)   Lee Morton (Scientific Games)  
Andy Bullock (Innovative Technology)   Wayne Ellard (Scientific Games)   
Wayne Forster (Moto)     Nick Jackson (Welcome Break) 
Nigel Kelly (Novomatic)     Byron Evans 
Andrew Ludlow (NRM Group)    David Lucas 
       Tony Eyre 
        

  ACTIONS 
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Welcome and Introduction 
 
PH welcomed everyone to the update meeting. 
 

 

2. Current Updates and Updates from last meeting 
 
Regulatory Panel Reforms 
 
PH is working on this today & advised that he is working with the 
Betting & Gaming Council and a few other people so we have a 
common response. 
 
APPG for Gambling Related Harm   
 
PH advised that the APPG published their report this week and  sent out 
the Regulus deconstruction of that report. GB Media/Coinslot have an 
interview with Carolyn Harris coming up, albeit on paper, and they are 
asking us if we want to pose any questions - please email any questions 
you want asked.  PH advised that his question is ‘Why does she not 
complain about National Lottery scratch cards available at £5 a go on 
the High Streets in unregulated premises with credit cards, and yet she 
wants £2 online where it is more stringently regulated’  
 
PH pointed out that the APPGGRH have critised the Gambling 
Commission saying they are ‘not fit for purpose’.  The push back from 
the Commission came on Wednesday saying they are liaising with the 
DCMS to address the shortage in resources and funding they need to do 
a better job. 
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PH subsequently wrote to the DCMS quoting the GC’s figures showing 
an industry in decline  (licensees declined by  23% in the decade 
between 2009 and 2019 and the total number of licensed premises 
since 2012 declined by 21%)  compared with the Commission’s 
headcount increase from 2015 – 286, to 355 in 2019 so against a 
declining industry that they regulate their headcount has gone up by 
24%, which undermines their case for being under-resourced and 
under-funded. 
 
PH got a response back from DCMS this morning suggesting that yes we 
should have a conversation and nothing will happen unless via 
consultation.   
 
Feedback from LBO opening. 
 
Gary Pearson advised that he went into an LBO yesterday to see how 
they are operating .  They have a floor to ceiling screen between each 
machine, with 5 machines in there and all 5 were being used with 
people standing around watching the horse racing. 
 
 
Letter from MPs 
 
PH advised that we circulated a letter just before this meeting from 
DCMS to Kieran Mullan MP and it is the second paragraph where it 
states that ‘Arcades are not considered as non-essential retail’ although 
they were.  Then it goes on to say ‘They are listed in the regulations 
alongside other leisure and entertainment venues’.  
 
PH advised that the last paragraph advised that the next phase will 
begin no later than 4th July and Government is yet to confirm which 
sectors will be able to open, which is really unhelpful.   
 
2 Metre Rule 
 
DL advised that in Wales the 2 metre rule is in the regulations so it is 
law and breach of the 2m rule is an offence but not in England.  
 

3. 
 
 
 
 

Feedback from NEXSTART Meeting 
 
PH advised that we cancelled the NEXSTART meeting this morning as 
there were too few updates since the last meeting so we pushed it back 
to next week.  PH advised for the next meeting he has asked for 
feedback from Local Authorities on the LBO openings to find out if there 
are issues we need to deal with and see if there are any learnings for 
the rest of the business that can open up on 4th July. 
 
Based on the GC’s response to the help that we asked for in terms of 
the 20% rule, interventions and test purchasing PH asked the NEXSTART 
meeting if they think there is going to be a benefit to LA’s and operators 
in us producing some guidelines on how to cope with social distancing 
and COVID-19 which  
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DL advised that he spoke with PH this morning to see if GBG could 
produce some guidance that would be helpful to gambling businesses 
and the obvious one is the 20% rule  for machines rather than taking 
them out seeing if we could look at managing the situation so that the 
machines are on and still available for play that the 20% rule is not 
affected but customers are managed in the way they play machines to 
maintain the distancing.  Also any other practical issues where we can 
try and guide LA’s, particularly licensing officers, so they don’t get too 
heavy handed   
 

4. 
 
 
 

New Matters 
 
DL asked – is anyone currently dealing with the Commission on 
applications – we have had to put through applications to either a 
specific officer at the Commission or through the general licensing act 
email address and is not getting any response.  DL advised that he can 
pick this up with the Commission at the NEXSTART meeting next week. 
 
PH advised that some LBO’s have got matchday restrictions in their 
conditions so if they are close to a football stadium they are not allowed 
to open on match days and the question was is this still relevant with 
matches being played behind closed doors and it was suggested 
operators contact their local police to ask the question.  DL advised that 
pubs have the same conditions if they are close to football grounds they 
have restrictions on match days. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

5. 
 
 

Date of next meeting 
 
It was agreed that the next meeting will be on Friday 26th June and if 
there are any updates after the briefing today we can always have a 
meeting on Tuesday. 
 
The next update meeting is on Friday 26th June 2020 at 11.00 am  
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