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The roll-out of fake £20
notes continues to
circulate around Scot-

land and northern England
with Bacta issuing a new
update on counterfeit cur-
rency - this time Bank of
England £20 notes - entering
the system. 

The trade body has
despatched photographs of
the front and back of the
fake English £20 notes “that
were seized in a post office
in Annan, close to Dumfries
and Carlisle.” The security
team reported that “these
have a different serial
number to those that we
have been informed of
before.”

In a separate despatch,
Bacta’s security division has
also issued a video to mem-

bers from 26 March warning
operators of a group
attempting to use wires on a
series of machines. The high
quality video was filmed at
Seaham where, the report,
noted “the people allegedly
involved were trying to use a
wire and were stopped when
they realised they were
being watched.”

Fake Bank of
England notes
now entering
leisure venues
BANK NOTES

T
he Gambling
Business Group,
the progressive
c r o s s - s e c t o r
strategic body,

has confirmed the appoint-
ment of Public Affairs special-
ists Henham Strategy. The
consultancy is headed by
Nick King, who worked as a
Special Adviser in three dif-
ferent departments having
started his government
career working at the Depart-
ment of Culture Media and
Sport before moving onto the
Department for Business fol-
lowed by the Department for
Communities and Local Gov-
ernment. King, who also
worked as a betting shop
manager to help fund his uni-
versity studies, will work on
the GBG account alongside
the former Liberal Democrat
MP for Taunton Deane
Jeremy Browne, who served
as a Minister at both the For-
eign Office and the Home
Office during the Coalition
Government. 

Peter Hannibal, CEO of the
Gambling Business Group

said: “The appointment of a
specialist organisation to
support our activities in West-
minster and beyond fulfils an
intrinsic part of the ambi-
tious new strategy for the
Group, and comes at a criti-
cal time for the industry,
with the White Paper due to
be published in the coming
months. We have been look-
ing for the right organisation
with the right background
and skill-set to partner with
us in delivering the political
elements of our strategy and
we are delighted to have

secured the services of Nick
King and the Henham Team.
Their collective knowledge
of the political process and
their experience of West-
minster will prove invalu-
able as we take the industry’s
arguments forward at this
crucial time.” 

Steve Sharp, Chair of the
Gambling Business Group
added: “We are delighted with
the appointment of Henham
Strategy to support the GBG
and its members set against
the backdrop of the political
challenges that we face, not

least those that will inevitably
arise from the White Paper as
it transits through due pro-
cess. Henham’s experience
and understanding of politics
and the policy-making pro-
cess drives what is a best-in-
class consultancy service.”

Henham is a fast-growing
policy and public affairs con-
sultancy, which works with
local, national and interna-
tional organisations across a
range of sectors including
sport and leisure, local gov-
ernment, planning, net zero
and technology. 

Gambling Business Group
prepare for post White Paper
challenges with appointment
of Henham Strategy as
public affairs consultants
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

The Gambling Business Group has a sharp focus on taking its arguments to Westminster
and has appointed a team of Public Affairs specialists to help amplify its’ already powerful voice.

Mecca Bingo Luton
threw open its
doors last week

with a star-studded Grand
Opening event to welcome
players back to the newly-
refurbished venue.

The Skimpot Road hall
now features new lighting,
seating, decor and games,
with reality TV and pop faces
joining bingo fans to cut the
ribbon on 29 March.

“Opening night saw Dan
Edgar, Michelle Heaton,
Abs, Ben Ofoedu and Sab-
rina Washington get the
party started,” reported
Bedfordshire Live. “After
cutting the ribbon to the
club, TOWIE’s Dan was

spotted getting into the
game alongside bingo-fans
at the event.”

“Later in the night,
Michelle, Abs, Ben and Sab-
rina had the crowd on their
feet with performances of
classic Mis-Teeq, Phats and
Small and Liberty X tunes.”

Mecca Luton originally

closed for essential roof
repairs in October 2020, and
was slated to reopen in
December 2021, before the
Grand Opening date was
pushed back to March.

The venue will host regu-
lar live music and comedy
nights, and has created 50
new jobs.

Mecca Luton reopens
with VIP party
BINGO

Order now 
for Easter 
Delivery!
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