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Cross-sector strate-
gic body, the Gam-
bling Business

Group, believes the com-
pletion of UK local elec-
tions that are being held
on 5 May 2022, is likely to
fire the starting pistol on
the publication of the
twice postponed govern-
ment white paper review of
the Gambling Act. 

Peter Hannibal, chief
executive of the Gambling
Business Group, said:
“The white paper has
already been postponed
twice, once from its origi-
nal 2021 date and then ear-
lier this year. Speculation
coming out of Westminster
is that because the Online

Safety Bill was published
last week, DCMS now has a
major piece of legislation
out of the way which was
path critical; we are also
hearing that a write-round
consultation between
departments on the gam-
bling white paper had not
begun as of last week. So,
the best current estimate
is that the paper could be
released shortly after the
May local elections,
although this is all subject
to political considerations
and based on there being
no unexpected bumps in
the road with the write-
round.”

In a separate develop-
ment The Times newspa-

per has reported tension
between the Chancellor
Rishi Sunak and DCMS.
According to The Times,
Sunak whose North York-
shire constituency
includes Catterick race-
course, has contacted the
culture department to
voice concerns regarding
the potential introduction
of affordability checks as
well as reforms to adver-
tising and sponsorship by
gambling brands. The
horseracing industry is
believed to be arguing that
betting on horseracing is a
matter of judgement and
should be treated differ-
ently from games of
chance. 

Latest White Paper rumblings
suggest a May publication date,
argues Gambling Business Group
GAMBLING REVIEW

May the force be with
you - Spring’s local
elections could be the
trigger point for the
publication of the
white paper states
GBG chief Peter
Hannibal .

B
acta has raised
concerns follow-
ing a number of
incidents involv-
ing counterfeit

Scottish £20 notes at amuse-
ments venues in the north of
England. The notes were
from both Royal Bank of
Scotland and Clydesdale
Bank and were passed at
businesses in the North
West, North East and Mid-
lands areas. 

“This seems like a major
fraud,” said Bacta’s CEO John
White. “The police are aware
and there have been a
couple of arrests,” although
he clarified that these
appear to be “low level”.  

In a statement, Bacta’s
security team said that “note
validator manufacturers are
aware of this issue”. “It is
anticipated that relevant
operators will receive
advice on software updates
to apply a fix on the major-
ity of note acceptors,” the
trade body stated. “Where no
fix is forthcoming individual
operators may decide to
turn off acceptance of these
notes in question based on

risk of geography and
attack.”

Bacta has released CCTV
photos from multiple
instances of suspects seen

using counterfeit notes on 13
March at arcades in the
North-East and 19 March at
Central Pier in Blackpool.

The trade association also

reported that two males
were arrested for passing
counterfeit £20 notes on 10
March at an arcade in Lan-
cashire. The pair have been

charged with conspiracy
regarding the use of counter-
feit notes at six locations and
were remanded in custody.

The incidents come at a
time when crimes involving
counterfeit £20 notes are on
the rise across the high
street. In Birmingham, fraud-
sters have been caught plac-
ing stickers across fake £20
notes to pass them off as gen-
uine currency. 

Community activist
Naveed Sadiq recorded a
video of one such note after
observing a cashier examine
money at a supermarket,
local media reported.

Sadiq recorded an
employee taking the seal off
to reveal the words “prop
note” and a hole where the
hologram should be. “I have
never seen this type of note
before. I made a video to
raise awareness,” he
explained.

Reports of counterfeit £20
notes at amusements venues in
the North ties in with incidents
in other parts of the UK

COUNTERFEIT NOTES

Bacta CEO John White suggests that multiple cases of c o u nte r fe i t  n ote s being passed
at amusements venues in the North West, North East and Midlands area could be part of
“a major fraud”.

MINI GOLF BAR

Par 59, the minigolf
bar brand backed by
Gareth Bale, has

opened in Cardiff, offering
players street food options,
and a 4,000 sq ft bar along-
side two custom-designed
nine-hole courses.

The two-storey St Mary
Street venue, which
opened on 18 March, is the
result of a partnership
between Bale’s Elevens
Group Ltd and Welsh inde-
pendent entertainment firm
The Depot.

“In partnership with
Elevens Group Ltd, we
have been able to trans-
form a city-centre site
which had previously lain
empty since 2016,” said co-
founder and Depot MD Nick
Saunders. 

“We’re really proud of
the fact that by working
with local suppliers we
have been able to put rev-
enue back into the local
economy during a global
pandemic.” 

The subterranean
courses feature a range of
different themed holes,
including greens built to
resemble a chess board,
roulette wheel and a pack
of cards.

Groups of up to four are
able to book the courses,
including a range of drinks
packages, or visit the bar
and 164-cover food area to
watch others play.

“I’m thrilled that we’re
finally able to announce
our opening date for Par
59,” commented Gareth
Bale. “Now all that’s left to
do is play some golf!”

Gareth
Bale’s
Par 59
opens in
Cardiff
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