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Peter Hannibal, Chief
Executive of the Gam-
bling Business Group,

has  called for action to
address the way that infor-
mation and confirmation
biased evidence are
dressed-up as ‘facts’ and
wants the introduction of an
independent fact-checker
before reports are published.
His demands were made in
the wake of the House of
Lords debate undertaken by
the Social and Economic
Impact of the Gambling
Industry Committee on Gam-
bling Harm, which took place
on Wednesday 27 April.

Explaining his misgivings
Hannibal said: “Firstly the
data that the House of Lords
report draws on is well over
two years old and in the
dynamic world that we live in
is way past its sell-by date. In
terms of specifics, the exec-
utive report alleges that one
third of a million people are
problems gamblers a claim
that is simply factually incor-
rect. The Gambling Commis-
sion’s current numbers
‘estimate’ 0.3 percent of the

population might be prob-
lem gamblers, which
equates to less than half the
number quoted. The Lords
appear to disregard the fact
that problem gambling rates
are, according to the offi-
cially recognised statistics,
declining.”

According to the GBG
chief executive the Lords are
also out of touch with the
British public, when they
urge that horse racing, the
sport of kings, should be
afforded specific protections
in a revised gambling act, but

other sports that are loved
and enjoyed by many mil-
lions more should be sub-
jected to advertising and
sponsorship bans, which
Peter Hannibal argues “Will
have a huge impact on less-

elitist sporting clubs who
rely on such revenues for
their survival. Similarly, the
Lords also seem to believe
that the less affluent should
be in some way be protected
from themselves and that by
imposing restrictions on new
premises which they assert
are in non-middle class
urban areas ordinary people
should not be able to choose
how they spend their leisure
time and money. Perhaps
they should also be arguing
in favour of closing pubs or
introducing self-appointed

health Tsars at supermarket
check-outs?”

He continued: “In
arguably the most sensa-
tional part of the debate the
Lords claim that, and I quote
from the report ‘On average,
one problem gambler com-
mits suicide every day.’  Yet
in the detail, their report goes
on to explain how difficult it
is to discern the causes of
suicide because of a lack of
available information and the
co-morbidity of mental
health issues. They even say
that the Government has no

official figures or even esti-
mates of the number of gam-
bling-related suicides each
year in the UK.

Thank goodness
Baroness Fox and Lord
Smith of Hindhead were in
the debate to apply some
common sense and cut
through the seemingly elitist
views of what working class
gambling consumers should
and shouldn’t be allowed to
do with their own money.”

The Gambling Business
Group is calling for a trans-
parent approach to the way
in which data is sourced and
how it is used in political
debates and official reports.
Peter Hannibal confirmed:
“The industry has become
accustomed to the way in
which some media outlets
use outlandish and incorrect
data as clickbait, but for that
same erroneous and frankly
dubious approach to
‘inform’ political debate in
the House of Lords should
be unacceptable and is
highly dangerous - poor evi-
dence will inevitably lead to
poor legislation.”

‘Get your facts right!’ Peter
Hannibal tells House of Lords
in light of misinformed debate

L
uxury Leisure has
been granted
approval to con-
vert a former Bet-
fred in east London

into an AGC, after appealing
a January decision from the
Council of the London Bor-
ough of Newham opposing
the plans.

Having put the case to the
Planning Inspectorate,
inspector M Cryan attended
the East Ham site the same
month to assess its impact on
the Newham Local Plan,
ruling on 21 April in favour
of the proposal.

“While the proposed
development of an AGC
would not represent a “qual-
ity leisure” use in the terms
set out in Policy SP9 of the
NLP, as it would replace an
existing betting shop use and
would not in itself lead to a
harmful overconcentration
of AGCs in the area, I find that
no significant harm would be
likely to arise from this con-
flict with policy,” stated

Cryan.
“I find that the modest

benefits of bringing the
vacant premises back into
use, as well as the weight
which I give to the potential
fallback position, outweigh
the limited conflict with the

development plan in this
respect.”

Newham had denied the
initial plans citing the NLP’s
focus on developing “quality
leisure uses” in the area, with
a council report stating that
just 43 percent of the leisure

uses within the town centre
were “quality” uses in the
terms described in the policy. 

However, Luxury Leisure
drew the Inspectorate’s
attention to a LBO-to-AGC
conversion on nearby Bark-
ing Road, approved by

Newham Council in 2021
after it decided the approval
would not increase the
number of “subject to con-
trol” uses in the area.

“While the two cases are
not analogous and the Coun-
cil’s decision in respect of
Barking Road does not set a
precedent, it nevertheless
illustrates a pragmatic bal-
ancing of material consider-
ations which in my view
could also be applied in this
appeal.”

Cryan also noted that “the
use of the appeal property as
a betting shop could be
restarted without requiring
planning permission for a
change of use. This is a fall-
back position which I con-
sider carries considerable
weight.”

In conclusion, Cryan
stated “the benefits of the
development and the other
material considerations set
out above outweigh the lim-
ited conflict with the devel-
opment plan.”

‘No significant harm’: Planning
Inspectorate overturns Newham
Council’s AGC refusal
PLANNING 

The Planning Inspectorate has approved plans submitted by Luxury Leisure for a new AGC in East Ham, dismissing
Newham Council’s opposition by stating the approval would deliver “no significant harm.” The question is; why has a
council incurred extra costs on its local community and a legitimate applicant when it knew its decision was flawed?

NQ64 is to open its
first venue in London
next month, bringing

its brand of retro arcade
games and signature cock-
tails to Berwick Street in
Soho.

The underground venue
will feature more than 30
original arcade titles, and
becomes the eighth NQ64 to
open since its Manchester
launch in 2019.

“We are so excited to be
bringing NQ64 to London as
this has been a huge ambi-
tion of ours for some years,”
said co-founder Matthew
Robson.

“We think NQ64 will bring
a whole new dimension to
the entertainment land-
scape of the capital by trans-
porting visitors back in time,
all while being the latest
hotspot for those who just
want to have a drink up and
good night out in the town.
We can’t wait to officially
open our doors next
month.”

As well as classic cabi-
nets, the bar will feature
game-themed cocktails
such as Donkey Kolada and
the Aku Aku Fruit Punch, as
well as a live DJ.

NQ64 to
make
London
debut next
month

RETRO ARCADE 

The Gambling Business Group is calling for a transparent approach to the way in which data
is sourced and how it is used in political debates and official reports.

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE

2782-p02-09-industry.qxp_Coinslot NEW  28/04/2022  13:01  Page 1

Industry
Your daily news feed www.coinslot.co.uk

2 | Coinslot April 29 - May 5, 2022

Peter Hannibal, Chief
Executive of the Gam-
bling Business Group,

has  called for action to
address the way that infor-
mation and confirmation
biased evidence are
dressed-up as ‘facts’ and
wants the introduction of an
independent fact-checker
before reports are published.
His demands were made in
the wake of the House of
Lords debate undertaken by
the Social and Economic
Impact of the Gambling
Industry Committee on Gam-
bling Harm, which took place
on Wednesday 27 April.

Explaining his misgivings
Hannibal said: “Firstly the
data that the House of Lords
report draws on is well over
two years old and in the
dynamic world that we live in
is way past its sell-by date. In
terms of specifics, the exec-
utive report alleges that one
third of a million people are
problems gamblers a claim
that is simply factually incor-
rect. The Gambling Commis-
sion’s current numbers
‘estimate’ 0.3 percent of the

population might be prob-
lem gamblers, which
equates to less than half the
number quoted. The Lords
appear to disregard the fact
that problem gambling rates
are, according to the offi-
cially recognised statistics,
declining.”

According to the GBG
chief executive the Lords are
also out of touch with the
British public, when they
urge that horse racing, the
sport of kings, should be
afforded specific protections
in a revised gambling act, but

other sports that are loved
and enjoyed by many mil-
lions more should be sub-
jected to advertising and
sponsorship bans, which
Peter Hannibal argues “Will
have a huge impact on less-

elitist sporting clubs who
rely on such revenues for
their survival. Similarly, the
Lords also seem to believe
that the less affluent should
be in some way be protected
from themselves and that by
imposing restrictions on new
premises which they assert
are in non-middle class
urban areas ordinary people
should not be able to choose
how they spend their leisure
time and money. Perhaps
they should also be arguing
in favour of closing pubs or
introducing self-appointed

health Tsars at supermarket
check-outs?”

He continued: “In
arguably the most sensa-
tional part of the debate the
Lords claim that, and I quote
from the report ‘On average,
one problem gambler com-
mits suicide every day.’  Yet
in the detail, their report goes
on to explain how difficult it
is to discern the causes of
suicide because of a lack of
available information and the
co-morbidity of mental
health issues. They even say
that the Government has no

official figures or even esti-
mates of the number of gam-
bling-related suicides each
year in the UK.

Thank goodness
Baroness Fox and Lord
Smith of Hindhead were in
the debate to apply some
common sense and cut
through the seemingly elitist
views of what working class
gambling consumers should
and shouldn’t be allowed to
do with their own money.”

The Gambling Business
Group is calling for a trans-
parent approach to the way
in which data is sourced and
how it is used in political
debates and official reports.
Peter Hannibal confirmed:
“The industry has become
accustomed to the way in
which some media outlets
use outlandish and incorrect
data as clickbait, but for that
same erroneous and frankly
dubious approach to
‘inform’ political debate in
the House of Lords should
be unacceptable and is
highly dangerous - poor evi-
dence will inevitably lead to
poor legislation.”

‘Get your facts right!’ Peter
Hannibal tells House of Lords
in light of misinformed debate

L
uxury Leisure has
been granted
approval to con-
vert a former Bet-
fred in east London

into an AGC, after appealing
a January decision from the
Council of the London Bor-
ough of Newham opposing
the plans.

Having put the case to the
Planning Inspectorate,
inspector M Cryan attended
the East Ham site the same
month to assess its impact on
the Newham Local Plan,
ruling on 21 April in favour
of the proposal.

“While the proposed
development of an AGC
would not represent a “qual-
ity leisure” use in the terms
set out in Policy SP9 of the
NLP, as it would replace an
existing betting shop use and
would not in itself lead to a
harmful overconcentration
of AGCs in the area, I find that
no significant harm would be
likely to arise from this con-
flict with policy,” stated

Cryan.
“I find that the modest

benefits of bringing the
vacant premises back into
use, as well as the weight
which I give to the potential
fallback position, outweigh
the limited conflict with the

development plan in this
respect.”

Newham had denied the
initial plans citing the NLP’s
focus on developing “quality
leisure uses” in the area, with
a council report stating that
just 43 percent of the leisure

uses within the town centre
were “quality” uses in the
terms described in the policy. 

However, Luxury Leisure
drew the Inspectorate’s
attention to a LBO-to-AGC
conversion on nearby Bark-
ing Road, approved by

Newham Council in 2021
after it decided the approval
would not increase the
number of “subject to con-
trol” uses in the area.

“While the two cases are
not analogous and the Coun-
cil’s decision in respect of
Barking Road does not set a
precedent, it nevertheless
illustrates a pragmatic bal-
ancing of material consider-
ations which in my view
could also be applied in this
appeal.”

Cryan also noted that “the
use of the appeal property as
a betting shop could be
restarted without requiring
planning permission for a
change of use. This is a fall-
back position which I con-
sider carries considerable
weight.”

In conclusion, Cryan
stated “the benefits of the
development and the other
material considerations set
out above outweigh the lim-
ited conflict with the devel-
opment plan.”

‘No significant harm’: Planning
Inspectorate overturns Newham
Council’s AGC refusal
PLANNING 

The Planning Inspectorate has approved plans submitted by Luxury Leisure for a new AGC in East Ham, dismissing
Newham Council’s opposition by stating the approval would deliver “no significant harm.” The question is; why has a
council incurred extra costs on its local community and a legitimate applicant when it knew its decision was flawed?

NQ64 is to open its
first venue in London
next month, bringing

its brand of retro arcade
games and signature cock-
tails to Berwick Street in
Soho.

The underground venue
will feature more than 30
original arcade titles, and
becomes the eighth NQ64 to
open since its Manchester
launch in 2019.

“We are so excited to be
bringing NQ64 to London as
this has been a huge ambi-
tion of ours for some years,”
said co-founder Matthew
Robson.

“We think NQ64 will bring
a whole new dimension to
the entertainment land-
scape of the capital by trans-
porting visitors back in time,
all while being the latest
hotspot for those who just
want to have a drink up and
good night out in the town.
We can’t wait to officially
open our doors next
month.”

As well as classic cabi-
nets, the bar will feature
game-themed cocktails
such as Donkey Kolada and
the Aku Aku Fruit Punch, as
well as a live DJ.

NQ64 to
make
London
debut next
month

RETRO ARCADE 

The Gambling Business Group is calling for a transparent approach to the way in which data
is sourced and how it is used in political debates and official reports.

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE

2782-p02-09-industry.qxp_Coinslot NEW  28/04/2022  13:01  Page 1


