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Industry

Blackpool Pleasure
Beach has unveiled
the much-anticipated

Enso carriage on its Icon
roller coaster, with guests
now able to ride the only
spinning coaster seats in
Europe.

As of 2 April, riders on the
double-launch attraction are
able to opt for the rotating
car at the rear of the ride, an
addition developed by
German manufacturer Mack
Rides.

“Blackpool Pleasure
Beach and Mack Rides have
a strong, long standing rela-
tionship that goes back
many years and has seen
our families work together
on many projects,” said
Pleasure Beach CEO
Amanda Thompson.

“When Mack Rides
approached us with the
development concept of

spinning seats, we knew
straight away this was an
exciting idea, especially as
this means ICON is the only
Mack ride in the northern
hemisphere to have this

upgrade.”
Icon is now open daily

until 6 November, with visi-
tors able to ride the Enso
carriage for a supplemen-
tary cost.

Enso opens on Blackpool
Pleasure Beach
RIDES

P
eter Hannibal,
Chief Executive
of the strategic
body the Gam-
bling Business

Group, has described ICE,
which takes place next
week at ExCeL London (12-
14 April), as being an ‘unbe-
lievable source of
inspiration and an unparal-
leled shop window for the
international gambling
industry’. 

Hannibal, who will be
attending his 40th edition
of ICE and its predecessor
ATEI, explained: “The gam-
bling industry is one of the
fastest adopters of new
technology and ICE is the
event at which innovators
unashamedly choose to
launch their newest and
most progressive products
and services safe in the
knowledge that they will
be able to engage with a

truly international audi-
ence of gambling industry
buyers. As a consequence, I
think it’s fair to say that the
majority of great gambling
innovations have been
seen if not launched at ICE
London.”

However, the impor-
tance of ICE goes beyond
just the launch of innova-
tive new gambling prod-
ucts and services: “From my
first show back in the early
1980’s ATEI, as it was then,
was the place where the

industry met, networked
and educated themselves
as to what else was going
on” stated Peter Hannibal.
“Much of the discussions
surrounded pending legis-
lation changes and I’m cer-
tain that will be the case
next week when there is
sure to be intense specula-
tion on the forthcoming
UK Government Whitepa-
per on gambling reform.” 

“Initiatives such as The
Consumer Protection
Zone, that Clarion intro-
duced to the ICE show
floor in 2018, are great
examples of how the indus-

try is working in partner-
ship with safer gambling
and treatment charities - a
progressive partnership
which helps explain why
problem gambling rates in
the UK as calculated by the
Gambling Commission sit
at their record low of 0.3
percent. This industry is at
its best when it is able to
meet face-to-face and dis-
cuss products, consumers,
trends and the future direc-
tion of travel for gambling. I
believe the bounce-back
for the land-based gam-
bling sector begins at ICE
London.” 

Gambling Business Group: ‘Every
great gaming innovation has been
seen if not launched at ICE London’
TECHNOLOGY 

It’s still the biggest gambling b2b show in the world, it opens next week in London and according to Gambling Business Group ’s Peter
Hannibal it’s the best place to be inspired by innovation.

Order now 
for Easter 
Delivery!
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