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T
he Seaquarium, a popular
family attraction on Clac-
ton Pier for almost 40 years,
is to close next month, as
the pier’s owners plan a

“new venture” to take its place.
Having notified Tendring District

Council that it will be surrendering its
aquarium licence, the pier will now
begin finding new homes for the 900
resident fish.

“There has been some form of
wildlife on the pier since the 1930s and
it has been part of the offering since
then,” said pier director Billy Ball.
“There were whales, dolphins, sea
lions and penguins at one time and
these were seen as entertainment.”

“We are now in a very different
world with emphasis on protecting
the environment quite rightly gaining
greater priority. All things considered -
including overheads and the rising
cost of energy - we decided it was time
to close that chapter in the pier’s his-
tory and move forward.” 

Though the Seaquarium received “a
glowing report” from a DEFRA vet fol-
lowing its last inspection, new regula-
tory standards would now require
significant expansion of the site, and a
major investment in new equipment.

During a stock count undertaken in
February - part of the licence require-
ments outlined by TDC - Ball noted that
although the attraction “is not a
money-earner and just about breaks
even, it is felt that it offers a valuable
resource to the local community.”

Updating the pier’s position this
month, he noted: “If it was to remain,
we would have also wanted to look to
come up with more conservation activ-
ities, and that was simply not viable.”

The Seaquarium is home to smooth
hound sharks, red-bellied piranha,
clown fish, terrapins, turtles and many
other species of sea life, and work is
“already underway to find them all
new homes.” 

Ball announced that this will be
the last month visitors will have the
chance to enjoy the Seaquarium and
he hopes they will make the most of
the opportunity, as plans get under-
way to find a replacement attraction
in the vacant unit. 

“We have exciting concepts in the
pipeline,” added Ball. “We will be
making an announcement later in
the year.”

“It’s time to close that chapter”:
Clacton Pier says say goodbye
to Seaquarium as energy crisis
ends 40 years of marine history

ATTRACTIONS

Clacton Pier is to permanently close its legacy Seaquarium attraction next month, with bosses
citing the rising cost of energy, conservation costs and changing visitor trends.

Peter Hannibal, chief
executive of the Gam-
bling Business

Group, has confirmed the
value of Party Conferences
as an opportunity to raise
industry issues with what
he referred to as a 'powerful
constituency' of political
influencers, advisers and
elected representatives.

Speaking after attending
the Conservative Party
Autumn Conference held in
Birmingham, he said:

“Party conferences repre-
sent a unique opportunity
to engage with MPs and
Ministers about the key
issues impacting the indus-

try. This conference was
also the first opportunity to
meet the new team in place
at DCMS.

“I have to say that I didn't
detect any negativity what-
soever surrounding land-
based gambling, which for
every MP provides much
needed and welcome
investment in high streets
throughout the country.

“The overriding themes
of pro-business, pro-enter-
prise growth, a slimmed-
down less intrusive state
and the proposed bonfire of
red-tape and regulation
underpinned the Confer-
ence and I believe that the
current administration, pro-
viding that it can ride the
current storm, will on bal-
ance be good for land-
based gambling.”

GBG chief believes the
current administration will
be good for the industry

Fresh from attending
the Conservative
Party Conference in
Birmingham, GBG’s
Peter Hannibal is
optimistic about the
pro-enterprise stance
of the Truss
administration.
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