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PETER HANNIBAL
CEO GAMBLING
BUSINESS GROUP

From an industry
perspective I think
we need to look at
the election of Liz

Truss on two levels: firstly, the philoso-
phy that underpins her particular brand
of conservatism and secondly her will-
ingness to act decisively in order to
address the drastic emergency situation
that the industry is in - particularly those
licensed operators on the high street. 
Analysing t he content of her acceptance
speech I believe there are some encour-
aging signs for the industry.

Quoting from her speech she said: “I
know that our beliefs resonate with the
British people. Our beliefs in freedom, in
the ability to control your own life, in low
taxes, in personal responsibility” adding
“During this leadership campaign, I
campaigned as a Conservative and I will
govern as a Conservative. I will deliver a
bold plan to cut taxes and grow our
economy.” 

Providing the industry can continue to
demonstrate world class safer gambling

undertakings which have coincided with
the record low levels of problem gam-
bling, then there should be no reason for
government to over-regulate what is a
highly responsible industry. 

In tandem with this, the new PM has
said that she believes in reducing the
burden of taxation as a method of grow-
ing the economy. 

Licensed operators continue to invest
in the high street and I hope that we are
able to demonstrate the important role
they play in terms of local and regional
investment as well as the broader ‘level-
ling-up’ strategy. 

In terms of the here and now the
industry clearly needs to benefit from
the new government’s emergency inter-
vention on power bills but also, I would
hope a much needed, long-awaited root
and branch review of business rates. 

The Gambling Business Group and
its members are looking to the govern-
ment and Michelle Donelan, the new
Secretary of State for Digital, Culture,
Medi and Sport, to establish a clear
strategy for the hospitality industry
moving forward which includes the pub-
lication of a revised and progressive
White Paper on gambling.

EMMA MCCLARKIN CEO BRITISH BEER AND PUB ASSOCIATION 

I would like to offer my congratulations to the Rt Hon Liz Truss
on her announcement as Prime Minister. It is crucial that the
new Government hits the ground running.

The pub and brewing sector makes a huge contribution to
our economy and local communities throughout the UK, yet is
in an extremely precarious position. It’s not an exaggeration
to say what we are facing in terms of rising costs could have a

worse impact than the pandemic in terms of business closures and subsequent
job losses. 

This is why we have written to the new Prime Minister calling for urgent invest-
ment in our sector which will enable us to weather the storm and play a key role in
the Prime Minister’s plan for growth.

SASCHA BLODAU
GENERAL
MANAGER
MERKUR UK 

The election of Liz
Truss as PM and

her appointment of a new Minister at
DCMS provides an opportunity to review
policy and address both the significant
challenges that we face now and to set
out a road-map for the future. 

Merkur UK has a significant presence
on Britain’s high streets and issues such
as energy prices, staff shortages and
consequent wage inflation are having a
major im pact on profitability. Govern-
ment should be under no illusion that the
current set of circumstances are more
complex and potentially far more seri-
ous than those that we faced as a result
of Covid. 

My initial response is that the Prime
Minister is well aware of the size of the
challenges that lie ahead and that a big,
bold action plan is the only way to deal
with the situation: by contrast a tepid
unambitious response would simply be a

waste of resources. Support can be
delivered in a number of ways. One
approach would be a compensatory
package including a reduction in MGD
and extending the rate cap. With energy
price increases of between 300 and 400
percent it’s clear that we require direct
financial assistance in a similar way to
the help that’s being extended to resi-
dential households. 

If that doesn’t transpire there will be
large scale business closures in the
indust ry and through entire supply
chains. 

We remain committed to continuing
our multi-million-pound investment pro-
gramme in the UK employing local
people, supporting local economies and
sustaining supply chains - but in
common with the business community
as a whole we will require Government
intervention over the next 12-months if
not longer. 

Let’s be clear, there’s no single solu-
tion for our sector and I wo uld hope that
the new Government will consider these
unprecedented factors prior to the
release of the White Paper.

KATE NICHOLLS
CEO
UKHOSPITALITY

Congratulations
to Liz Truss on her
election as the
new leader of the

Conservative Party and our Prime Minis-
ter. We very much look forward to work-
ing closely with her and the new Cabinet
in the coming weeks, as we strive to
save the hospitality industry, which is
experiencing crushing cost rises.

The new Government must act
quickly and decisively. With the right
package of support- including a reduc-
tion in the headline rate of VAT for the
sector to 12.5 percent, a business rates
holiday, the deferral of all environmental
levies, the reinstatement of a HMRC
Time to Pay scheme and the reintroduc-
tion of a trade credit insurance scheme
for energy - the sector will be well
placed to aid growth through generating
jobs and local investment.

For the longevity of the sector we
need the PM to recognise the value and
contribution of our industry to the UK.
The pub and brewing sector makes a
huge contribution to our economy and
local communities throughout the coun-
try, yet it still remains in a precarious
position after the pandemic. Immediate
action on energy is critical, but invest-
ment in our sector for the long-term is
also essential. 

As the PM works towards a fiscal
statement and full budget we hope she
will seriously consider a cut to business
rates and VAT so Britain’s pubs and
brewers can get back on their feet fully
and thrive in the communities they
proudly serve.

GBG sees signs of
encouragement in
the Truss philosophy
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