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Letter to Brent Council Leader Muhammed Butt

GAMBLING
BUSINESS GROUP
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Ae: Urgent need for gambling reform to address community harms

MM!I"'&MW‘M sarmblang ¥ s Domip e e laoding mpresantative Sody for

responsibi gambdng and wanl o ensurs tal those mos! vuinershls ane Fotected.

Wa have sight of your infter to the Secrotary of Staite on 2™ April, and whilsl wa walscoma the
siatormoni thal you mnd the cosignaiories are "nof caling for an oufnghl ban on pambiing in
any foem”, wa are concamed about some of the unsvidencad staisments in e laiter

Gambhing % one of the most Agormusly reguisied secions of the British sconomy and. kor

Bors. on T high sireel, that reguialon s double as Doth ihe
Garmiiling Gnmtﬂn-nﬂ [he Comlsslon ). snd the Local Losnsing Authorfly (LA} have &
range of powers. However o8 we sol oull bolow LA ool such as Sconsing polioy sindesmonis
and inapecions s olens unoaruiised.

and iocal (and national] reguisiors want well run businessss on Their Righ Lirests
hal protect ke cuslormers and have sosal respenaibiy at the heart of what ihey da. We
e kean o work wilh you 1o ensure thal goal is achioved.

Apaiogies bor the length of this reeponss but we trust thal the folleswing informalion helps
your undemitanding of an indusiry which “Wiflions of us enjoy gambiling every yoar and most

sufier no il effects,” (High Slakes’ oambiing roform lor he Sohal s, 2003 The Whils
Enpm)

Since 00T, the Protlem Gamudng Demmily ndes (POGSE) hes Dean used 10 sslimais e
apulation provalence of ‘protiem gambing’ in Greal Briam As Figure 1 shdrv, rates hiove
e conmmtently in he rangs of 0.3% 1o 0.7 over that pefied
Frituirm 11 Eatien mtesd rmtos of POS! probdom gees g i Girad
Brotwin | 072027

» AGPS — Brhgh Gambdng Prevedencs Survey (Masonsi Centre v Sociel Resnsrsh)
. AFREE . Aonr Paygiesieg Mecbasdy Shagy (MHS)

= Headh Seryeya (MRS

= Tesprons Sueveyd (GG)

The Commission's Gambling Swhvey for Great Britain (SSGE) howewer, reports a rale of
2 5% - bar tirmes Fghe than the fgure reporied in the NHS Hoaltt Swnary for England 202
st T e QLSS v T e lablity of Ehes numniber

Thes lod Professor Patnick Bturges of the London Schacl of Econamics and Politicsl S,

in his independent soakoabon of the GEGE o highlight the mia that the G300 substentally
evarskatos rales of hamiyl gambling:

LAt [yarm 1 @ DT UnCHIiRewEing of tha @70 SITRCHng T Nk Survey s
@ af ihe | ol of Qurrsialing e GamDEng i, Doy st
Frmad Hhaerm with g caLSO, B e to the fec! EYow (8 8 Non-reaiioibie ik
that they mabstante il ovec-ginte e e jeved oF gamblng s cambing faem o e
apidator”
s result of This “non negigibie fek” the Commiasion putifabed gusiencs Mo SUDROT UM
ﬂmhmhmwMﬂMﬁmm . BAESng

The GSGH should nof be ured.
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W bolave that il s imporant 10 darify that thena is no evidonce that gambling harm is E
ororaing

LConl 1oty NHG

We @ keon jo understand whors the cited fgure of £1.77on annusl pressune 1o the NHS
s coma fram

\deiicm ey, then the

¥ this: in & Feforencs bo he 2000 OHD Curndhing elabe
fMigure s both misguoted and mislosding.

Tha OHID repan showed a rangs of £1.05bn to £1.7Ton and of St upper lmi £1.3600 are
whder socistsl infangibds cosk

The analyss eslirmated hat the anfual excesl direct finandal cml o o vormmend associaled
with hamiul gambling is equivalont 1o £412.9 milion, £119.9m of which relatod o health
costs, but it s unclaar from the OHID report if thess one NHS cosis

3 Humbers of gambling premises.

mmmmh *Communilies ke Srent are experienang a grourcinwel of
pambing operalors”. and e communiiing we S60 80 SEDERONCTD Mese deririmental
impacta, owing o & prodferation of gambling venusa®, the numbers of land-based gambling
PrEMESDS S SSCrEARING not Mcreasing.

The Commisskon's Moaownbe 2004 Induyics Sata shows thal in 2011 theie wes 8 combined
total of 12307 AGC, Bafting, HngnE-nu--rHFEL‘.l. By 2024 that pumbar had droppoed
across all secions b0 6 total of 8329, with tha lasges declines soen in Batling and AGCs,
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The Gambling Commission’s lalost data on participaticn rabos [balow ), sols out how peopie
nne gambling and whene, highlighfing thal loftery ticket purchasas ane by far the mos! ponuisr
TR Bty

An | O S YU AN SN, plvsionl ioBery ekoi ane purchassd in sUparTsiosts,
hmmm‘mnﬁnhmndnmﬂqmm T“Iulnllnnv-r

st
whoie popuation [unil furiher work & cormplede].

¢ m
12,000 supermarkots alons in the UK (Sounss: Teo 10 9

perrnarket Fotad Chains |n Thae U
L ESL) Magages ],
Daria from e Gaarlying Coemmgiann's Gamising sty for Grpat Brge (GOHGH) Yamr 1
Yave ) shows,

& Cradall parbcipatcn n any gambling actvity (0 e paat 4 weaka ) was 45%,
iniraining Elatde Bvoughout 2023 and 2024

= Tha onfind gamibiing parscpation rate (in the paat 4 wisbka) was 3%, T fgure
lnfs b 15% when loflery drow only playors oro remcel

= The f-parssn ghmbleg paricoatsn ribe (i e past 4 weska ) wis 25%. Excluding
lottery draw cnly players, the partcipation reis was 19%

= The mest populer Qaembing sctrabes (in the past 4 wesks | were oflenes. ncuding
Hational Lottery draws [32%) and othar charity Ioftery draws {16%). Folowing
lotterses. tha noxt 3 most popular acirvibes wem scratchcands (13% ), befting | 10%)
ard anling nelanl win gamoes (T% ). Compared i Me privdous paeicd (wave 7, 2004)
partoipation in beibeg decrasssd by T percoriage ponis

ol Bomry found that thal paba one dubs
Booounted for 44% mpmp-pupcrmm-u- WWhils1 puty numbers Bre sl i
decirm Fe et figures from the Breish Beor and Pub Asscastion indicate (hat thare ar
ol 45 000 poiba o the U, althaugh not sl st gaming machines

Wha has plaged ilon macee
in 17 el weria 7
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Wtwrw have progie plaged Liat eusthines

Despita the docrooss in promises., gambling oreotes local employment opporiunities
Lﬂmmnm phewl DEMS prsbieation ) and provide sconcmic benefts iocaly

hnigh busnoss fatos. For the vasl mapodity who tako parl in vl garnbling premises.
gambing is Meir socinl intarnctieon, thair fun and enjoyment, and lsisure trme. Somatimens
i “anly’ bisurs Sme and human imevacicn.
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From the Gambling Business Group

Thae Gaasianoe ;I._\,It"mm At ssued by the Gambing Commassion (part 1.26)
lI.lIlI"I'hI 1o permid iremewovh provides wede soope for ioenaing suhontes o
The Ealing ressarch is undated, snd wa boligve the sludy fack place s long fima age - m;:ﬂhum-mﬁrﬁvm“nvrvmmm o
PORRENY, By POEN PR Fumciir iy wiasw DRIkt W Moshme Sty BOpL, Y S the Cormmingion, fhe Voprsing cliechius or e Romnsing suthonles e gy slalermn, ©
mm whderitand why Tis hisloncal repon haa any relevancs o day's o
Shaternanls of Foenarg pekcy & ASiechori
In oL msating with Assimiard Chisf Constable Rob Francs, the MPCC Leod for Gambiing st ol o thea LA viesas tha local risk i w i relation to
msarlinr this yasr he did nol martion any Soncama in miation o o and daonder of land- operakars with mrdl—mhhc-h n,.,._-__ o -._-- o LAs s the
asad premises. m“wwm inforrration of recent shudkes of crime and development of locsl ares profiles as par of the liceneing policy, Mapping out key
daorder rolated o = o sl wdaff wndnfy m parsmount bo our charachenstics of the local orea  Staberumbs of pobicy musl be preparsd and published svery
AT N yulrs 65 & MIrETLm
Thr-h-mﬂﬂmmmmmmmmmwmh = O ihe 48 councl signatones (T inciudes he 10 courcils of ihe Grealer Mancheslor
PG P g crime froe and kospang their stafl and cusiomas arga] 27T% do ol appear i have @ gurent loensing policy, of f Bwy do, they are nol
uale &Muﬁlmummmmmmmm publishad on their websies. Others ane undated so this figure may be hagher,
hegh-defiration COTY inskde and cutsids premeass and he pobos s Dbeen wnoewn 1D BOoess
axtwnal CCTY foolage as pen of evidencs of o laking place on The high stieel = crimes Fows fom pormises icences and penmits must be used for LAs" compliance and
wehisch wars unielated 2 the gambling premises. Thal foclage would nol have been ittt el weth, which iRl undenahing vids to gambling prefrees, s would
reniimbie 1o thom # not for the gambilng promisas ereestment mmwhwmnmﬂm“mmhm
My par e Snfe sale Fovenna (7m0 5ot A the UK s ssding personal o .
safely prons mp.lﬂdbmu opEn Ihe VEring CBn b pooredded B BEfe REVENE) - ol the C % Einie] pubicaten of Boenmiiag suthority statwics

mmuuunummhmwummwm
o gamblirsg premises during 202024, and @ furthes 15% did rol soben Pl
stalutory 20Z2248 roburm (80 we 0o not know @ By undefook any Nspscions ).

I rsiainr B o proposnd sie-point plsn we wodld ofor B bliowing obsarvtions. W e Lncisnr why addiSonal p —— 3 whan sll sxisting tools sislisbis
b LAs. imchutirg statements of poley and inspections, ase Aot g flly whises

chifvars are invoieed in local BeTWalch (of squivakent) scheeres and have nlrosuced
cintome safely infistives such as Ask for Angels

Exint 1. Fefcamn tha Alm b Peomil Policy
Eonl . Cateooimation of Promsses
%“Wumwmmmm“mh Wihilst wa do 10t Drofess to be planning axpedts. o understandng is that The Town and
provvimion of and tha G g Act gives wida manging powers i do sa. These Coumtry Planning (Lise Classes | (Amendmant) (Engiand) Reguiatons 2000 broughl in
inchude the pawer o . » changes ss that Adull Gaming Centres, Batting shope, Bings halls and Casinos sne all sui
= Issue & siatement of licensing policy setling exp about how g g Wil b penans. Planning Pemmassion is FequIned 1o changs use 15 of from & sul GEnens uls, ghing
" a particular anoa Iseal planning authastss e

= Grant. refusd and aftach condions 1o premises Ecences.

= Raview promises beances and silach condBon of revoke them as & resull Poinl 3 Planning ADclicaiions
‘Wtiiat # s unclear what s meant by your refersncs 10 "hiph siresl casinas” as manboned

Each application must bo contidensd on BE own madiss and whate an application has basn mm-mhwmnm-w“mwm
made lrafully. and thore have besn no representations from rosponsible autharitios & oShar a ahent g ) fured wn iha stapa they musl teie 1o mifigate any
parscns, than the st b gr |'|l-|'-l-

1t in worth poirnbing out that thess are ol the sarmes i that are sppled whasn
applicalions under e Licemmang Ao 2033

5153 of the Gambling Act states That the Sconsing authonty shall am o permit tha uea of
ll"-‘l'ﬂl- hrmh &0 far as i thinks i

- ol With By relevant code of msasnd by the Commission
& hnwmmwmmwnwm mmuwmm-humgml.wn-mmnuu
= & ressonably consistent with the keensing {pubyect o & and b sbove) tunding genoratod will bo drocted o MHS Englond and sppropiate bodies in Scotiaend and
#  d in accordance with the licensing authorily’s statement of liconeing policy (lubject to Wﬁh“ﬂplmm.ﬂlmm.hmmﬂh
= to o above). for prevantion and 0% for research.
W have repeatedly rlsed concanna with DCME around e Fansonal srmangemants for Piaase note thal we wil be sending @ copy of this leiter bo the Secwetary of Slate end ull o
e ST FeatTen provders 1o ensuns cortinuity of funding for the SUDPOM SEfooE they those copled n an your ketter, Bs woll os sl the oo signatonies o the letisr o they @ avare [ @
prrfvin 10 the ol vuiremiabls This meus rershing urbesalyed bavng viinesmabie peops e e
e ]
> Yours sincansty
Poin 5. S
mmrummmwmummmmmm
FRELET (Y B v rieE, Wil were hipher Dversl peioe B i
Acts ar nwr e mmmmmm :
Hirwrdnr Bh Minister has lsked the Betling and Gamirg Council (BGC) o coordinate the Pater Hannital
MHMMMMWﬁmmmmuwﬂ Chixl Exssitio

sponasribip | approgriate. responaibie. and doss nat exacartals harm Wie understand
that tha BLGC's repon i expected sach

B 18 worth reofirg Thnt spors roely on sponsorsRep from gaembling sderiising from Rorserecing,
Boctadl Bhrossgh o daris. snd snocker. Gamidng brands prowsded 12% of spors aponscrsisg
revenug according o @ 2019 estimate (Vhite Papes)

Agdtienaly the DCME is working with the Degartmaent of Heallh and Social Care and ihe
inthanlry will adop! when that work s completed

machines”, you will
no doubd be svware (hat DCME doss nal inbend o progross any changes bo he 50720
machine rabios nde iIn AGCs and bings promisas o this trme
Agditionaly e ndusing s il ha T WY O salon on the

of tha cusiomer jouney. mfmﬂhmh:whllm

inchading B3s.

would be more [han Rappy 10 host sibe visits o meelngs in line with your svadsbdity.

I SARTIMATY, W Sgres with Bhe Minister, Barooess Twyoross, who has 5000 puldly thet
she "wanils & gambing secior i His ifsal by one we oa be prowd of - oo el offers
oo fodia, Evings sooal valae, and la one e Sy

And. an wigied at the slart, we would o o work with you and your lbam D Impreve our
ealiecive unsaratanding of gambling and add hosent prajdeos and
isirfermation hat are sMeeting regulsiing and dacision making and thast e
mm““m“mﬂhmﬂ.“mhmm“

‘We therafone would ke to invile you, or one of your representatives, to attend our
Board mesting in central Londan on T July.
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