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bingo as time
called on duty
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A budget to protect
the high street?
Gambling Business
Group breathes a sigh
of relief for the land
based economy

PETERHANNIBAL GAMBLING BUSINESS GROUP
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| We should look
/ back at this recent

episode and collec-
tively take some pride
inajob well done by
everyone who spent time
gathering and sharing evi-
dence, attending endless
meetings and shouting our
case from the rooftops. It
just shows that when we
work together with the
same objectives we can be
pretty effective!!

At the same time, credit
must also be paid to the
Chancellor herself who
appears to have listened to
these arguments and under-
stood the challenges facing
the UK high street,includ-
ing the crucial role our busi-
nesses play in bringing them
back to life.

There is still, however, sig-
nificant work for the Trea-
sury to do in the high street
arena,and the very strong
views from both UK Hospi-

tality and the BBPA on the
overall impact of this budget
must be heeded.Both
bodies have expressed their
deep concerns on the dis-
proportionate impact the
current business rates
reform proposals will have
on high street businesses,
and for GBG members too,
this is one of the most chal-
lenging costs on the ledger -
particularly at a time when
they are all paying addi-
tional funds to the Gambling
Levy.

We all recognise that the
business rates system is
broken and that reform is
vital,but it’s crucial that the
government focuses on a
coherent strategy that con-
trols the excessive costs
faced by high street busi-
nesses.

And it’s important to also
sound a note of caution to
the chancellor when it
comes to reviewing their
rates proposals:a large
number of entertainment
centres are occupants of the
bigger high street premises.
We hope that their hospital-
ity status will offer them
protections when rates are
adjusted for higher value
properties.We mustn’t
ignore how important these
operations are in delivering
footfall to the high street.

‘We have heard so much
talk about regenerating the
high street, but in reality
little had been delivered in
practical terms.This budget
has not delivered the poten-
tially devastating blow, but
there are still more costs
coming our way,so we hope
for more joined up action
plans for the land based
economy in further budgets
and legislation changes to
come.

As one would expect,
there was a sting in the tail of
this Budget - the chancellor

has applied the highest rise
in taxes,almost double, for
remote gaming and online
betting.We will have to mon-
itor very carefully how this
plays out, particularly with
reference to the impact it
might have on contributions
to the Gambling Levy and
the transition of players to
the black market, both of
which will have a serious
impact on our ability to pro-
tect the vulnerable.

It's also important to
recognise that the addi-
tional rise in the Minimum
Wage will undoubtedly have
anegative impact particu-
larly on employment with
hospitality businesses still
reeling from the NIC
increase last year.

Finally,and probably most
importantly,we need to
keep a focus on growth.This
budget has offered a reassur-
ance of short term survival
to the land based sector, but
is has not facilitated eco-
nomic growth on the high
street.

What we now need is
joined-up government with
the DCMS pushing forward
with the Gambling Act
Review and delivering a
framework that enables the
amusements,gaming and
gambling industry to have
the confidence to invest and
the ability to modernise.

The timeframe for imple-
menting a proactive Gam-
bling Act is now entering its
seventh year; by the time the
additional consultations
introduced following the
general election get pro-
cessed, we will be heading
towards the third year of
this government.

That is three years out of
modernising the industry
and driving investment and
innovation forward.

We cannot keep delaying
this process.
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